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Abstract

Many architects believe that it is vitally important to make their users perceive and understand their
meaning, inscribed in place and through space. This notion could be understood in terms of architectural
phenomenon. On the one hand, some people may disagree to assimilate such a phenomenon into a process,
because by doing so the phenomenon might be destroyed and disappear. On the other hand, they
believe that architectural phenomena can possibly be explored methodologically in terms of both a research
framework and field surveys. The perspective of this paper also follows the latter direction, yet two significant
limitations need to be discussed: 1) there is a need to have a better understanding of the epistemology of
Phenomenology, in particular when it engages with architectural discourses, and 2) there is also a need to
have clearer or better categorized processes in order to conduct architectural research using Phenomenology.
Thus, this paper aims to discuss these particular limitations.

This paper is part of an architectural research project, “From Epistemology to Methodology: A Study
of Phenomenology in Architecture,” which has three main objectives: 1) to examine possible engagements
of Phenomenology in architectural discourses, both at a theoretical and practical level; 2) to criticize, analyze,
and synthesize Thai academic work and research using Phenomenology as a theoretical framework in
order to explore this particular intellectual engagement between architecture and Phenomenology; and 3) to
suggest a process, methodology, and tools that can help students or those who are interested in using
Phenomenology to conduct further architectural research.

The research found that there are three problems or conditions: 1) there is a trace of misconception
about how architectural discourses use the notion of “root and identity” that becomes problematic and must
be unpacked in order to advance the “self-understanding” process; 2) the way of defining and using the
“unit of analysis” in architectural discourses is unclear; and 3) the way in which the “meaning” can possibly
be interpreted needs to be discussed theoretically. This research also believes that exploring these
three problems or conditions can lead to a better understanding of architectural design methods as well.
However, this paper is focused solely on the first problem. It aims to elaborate the way in which the notion
of “root and identity” has always been employed in Thai architectural discourses. Instead of operating
through the notion of self-understanding, it rather draws us back to the dominating nostalgic movement in

contemporary architectural design.

ad@1agn (Keywords)
dnngmaniingn (Phenomenology), N32U1435348 (Research Methodology), T1nt#dN (Root),
daanmal (Identity), A3 lalu@aLes (Self-Understanding)
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