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Abstract

This study is part of a design research project for the 5th year pre-thesis students at the Faculty
of Architecture, Chiang Mai University. It aims to bridge the gap between a theoretical and an empirical
fieldwork. Such research designs serve to help students as the initial design guidelines for his or her thesis
work in the next semester. The framework used in this research is based on Semiology. Using it as a tool,
we aim to explore the problem of defining and applying, in particular the way in which Thai identities have
been framed. The aims of this research are: 1) to categorize how Semiology can be useful for decoding and
applying design processes, 2) to frame an experiment on how to start design processes, and 3) to analyze
and synthesize both the benefits and limitations of integrating Semiology in design processes. According to
the general surveys of how architects currently design, we can define 4 broad approaches: 1) strict to
the original; 2) preserving the main part of the original element (sign) but with a slight change visible;
3) choosing some part of the original element (sign), yet with noticeable changes; and 4) interpreting the
new form (sign). This research found that most of the design process is focused solely on the “sign” or, to
be more specific, more on the signifier than what it signifies. This is because most architects prefer their
buildings, as well as the way they apply the design, to be well perceived and accepted. In this case, the
level of perception and acceptance can be differentiated into three levels: 1) the level of the owner (well
perceived and accepted); 2) the level of the users (their perception and acceptance are due to the fact that
they have to experience the space for a certain period of time); and 3) the level of the general public (who
may not have anything to do with the building, meaning the level of their perception and acceptance must
be spontaneous).

Referring to 4 case studies, this research found that two students chose to focus on the “signifier”,
meaning they preferred to preserve the original due to the fact that their project is in an urban context and
must be seen, understood and accepted easily by the public. On the contrary, another two preferred to play
at the level of the “signified” or how the image or the original is meant to be. The way in which the new
meaning is derived depends on how the users experience it. And surely it becomes a new form of building
that helps them to conduct such experience.

In conclusion, this research believes: 1) Semiology can be used as a analysis tool for extracting
useful design information; 2) the level of perception and acceptance is important depending on the users,
their experience, and their knowledge; 3) the way in which the signified functions (the meaning) can be
differentiated either internationally or locally, which leads to varying levels of perception and acceptance;
and 4) if the interconnection between signifier and signified is so strong, most of the time we are able
to agree with and follow it; yet if we are able to deconstruct and reposition this interconnection, a new

meaning as well as an alternative form may appear.

Aad1Any (Keywords)
§INen (Semiology), 1TWITuLNEN1TEENULY (Design Research), n13dszynd (Applying),
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