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Abstract

A researcher who intends to assess the values of a particular built environment often has the freedom
to choose the methods and tools to suit the research’s quantitative and/ or qualitative approaches in surveys,
data collection and analyses. An important issue is whether the chosen indicators are able to reveal the
problems or impacts on the maintenance of the values that should be considered for the area’s development.
This article aims to review the use of qualitative value-assessment indicators to identify ‘hidden’ dimensions
of cultural environment in areas undergoing regeneration. This review may benefit the community-based
development of any areas where the inhabitants and researchers understand the area’s values and the threats
to those values in the current and changing environment. It may also suggest some standards of assessment

that are flexible and can be properly adjusted to each individual area’s built environment and its social,
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economic, cultural and quality of life dimensions. This article uses a literature review and other relevant re-
search examples to show the qualitative indicators that were tested in built environment research on some
areas. These areas were often developed with only a superficial identification of problems. The proposed and
tested indicators helped bring various dimensions of the environment and way-of-life issues to the surface,
such as economic diversity, social cohesion, place identity and continuity of cultural values. The identification
of these issues prior to the expansion of the area’s development would benefit the analysis of sensitive

problems that might otherwise be neglected because of their intangibility.

ard@1an (Keywords)
FIWARONIWUTIIN (Cultural Environment), M3szilinguen (Value Assessment),

MBIATIAMNIW (Qualitative Indicator), HANTENUNIHAINE (Tourism Impact)
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