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Keynote Address

Mr. Christoforos Romanos

Associate, Urban Designer and City Planner

Arup, Hong Kong Office

Scaling Cities: From the Territory to the Neighbourhood

In the late 1960s, urban planner Constantinos Doxiadis imagined an Ecumenopolis in
which ribbons of urbanization encircled the entire globe following rapid transit routes, setting up
a scenario in which the city would become as ubiquitous as the landscape that once surround-
ed it. Today, under enormous pressure for new development, the horizontal expansion of East
Asia’s cities is threatening biodiversity and the integrity of ecological systems on a territorial scale.
From the consumption of arable agricultural land for new development on urban peripheries to
emerging polycentric city-systems structured on regional infrastructural connections, the sheer
scale and extent of cities under current urban development practices is increasingly becoming
the cause of respiratory and chronic health problems in polluted environments, socio-economic
disparities in uneven real-estate development patterns, and resource depletion from unsustainable
development.

To successfully mitigate the adverse impacts of rapid urbanization requires multiple
considerations amongst which, the fundamental relationship between urban environments and
their adjacent territories. Employing recent projects by Arup’s Urban Design Team in East Asia
and elsewhere, the lecture seeks to discuss the relationship of new developments to their local
urban and territorial contexts, the available approaches to mitigate the impacts of rapid urbaniza-
tion on natural resources such as compact cities and Transport Oriented Development as well
as how different networks operating within a wide spectrum of scales can influence each other.

Focused on providing urban design solutions that harness regional flows and adapt them
for the benefit of diverse communities, Arup’s multi-disciplinary planning practice in Hong Kong
engages different tools ranging from spatial modelling to typological investigations, to mediate
between the vastness of the territory and the intimacy of the neighbourhood and support the

transformation of cities into smart, green and resilient settlements.
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Managing Director

USHV ARUNIS FIna ANR

For the design by using the consumer research should have the three specific of
area: 1) our design strategy will be dominated by business model and business strategy, the
research will be used as the part of business strategy and integrate with design strategy. 2) our
Strategic Business Designer would use the past consumer research to focus our future design.
3) The research made our designer for the courage to do design strategy.

The conclude for the research by design that we are more likely to use the method
as a concept test and using the result as a part of “Design by using consumer research”.

We believe problem will be increased and complicated base on fragmentation of human
need. However, the major problem will remain the same of each group and segment. We believe
that we identify the framework right to capture human need on certain level anyway.

For Contour Group, we focus on “consumer research and design research” to allow
our design strategy being more predictable. Design will require the great decision maker,
predictable user very well. Research frame work or research design will be very importance
to help design predict the user trend and behavior, again research data was past experience,
our design lead into future usage and lifestyle. The challenging of design work will be how to
predict the future behavior and environment business community well. For the Urban century
will require the complicated environment and living of human need. Consistency learning by
using research will help design to serve human need better live and living. The Design firm and
designer will need consistency learning and developing on knowledge and visionary to allow our

imaginary assist the world.
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AS. USIAINE B15NMS, LEED AP

Associate Regional Manager,
4 "~ M. Architects 49 Limited (Khon Kaen Branch)
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